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1 . §3 The following document has riot beer; furnished: 

M copy of the earlier application whose priority has beers claimed (Rule 43dis.l and 66.7(a)). 

" f £ w tf «* PPii < ose pmrit) is bee iairm t 43&S.1 and 68.7(b)). 

Consequently if has not been possible to consider the validity of the priori claim. This ooinsori has 
nevertheless < a i * „ me assumption that the relevant date - claimed priority date. 
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iias oeen toimd invalid (Rules 43&S.1 and 64.1). Thus for the purposes of tins oosmon, the international 
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WRITTEN OPINION OF THE international application Mo. 

' " fATIONAL SEARCHING 
AUTHORITY (SEPARATE SHEET) PC] 320 0 4 OS 

Notvestehfishment of opinion with regard to novelty, Inventive step and Industrial 
applicability 

1 Claim 1 0 rely on references to the description and drawings. According to Rule 8,2 
(a) PCX ibis claim is not allowable. 

Be Item V 

Reasoned statement with regard to novelty, inventive step or Industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations- supporting such statement 

2 Reference is made to the following documents: 

D1 : US-A-4 051 585 (SERGE TRYGVE) 4 October 1 977 (1 877-1 0-04) 

D2: EP-A-0 988 892 (SIEWERT RONALD R) 29 December 1 999 (1 999-1 2-29) 

D3: UB-A-3 648 291 (RANKERS ALVA L) 14 March 1 972 (1 972-03-1 4) 

3 The p resent application does not meet the criteria of Article 33(i j POT. 

3.1 In the description (page 1, lines 24 - 29) a material fulfilling de conditions of friction 
disclosed In claim 1 is described as a known and commercialized product. Therefore* 
a sheet of this known material would have all the technical features of ofalm 1 
rendering it not novel. 

3.2 Document D1 discloses a medical protection sheeting formed from Teflon (column 
3, lines 36 - 47, figure 1) and having therefore a coefficient of static friction 
substantially the same as its coefficient of dynamic friction. 

Therefore the subject-matter of claim 1 is not new in the sense of Article 33(2} POT. 

3.3 Dependent claims 2 io 9 do not contain any features which, in combi nation with the 
features of any claim to which they refer, meet the requirements of the PCT in 
respect of novelty or Inventive step, the reasons being as follows: 

Novelty; 

01 , column 3, lines 36 - 47, figure 1 ; for claims 2 and 3 
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Inventive step: 

D2, paragraphs 1 , 48 and 49; figures 1-15; for claims 2 and 3 
D3, the whole document; for claims 8 and 9 

in claims 4 to 7 a slight constructional changes in the medical protection sheeting of 
claim 1 is defined which comes within the scope of the customary practice followed 
by persons skilled in the art, especially as the advantages thus achieved can readily 
be foreseen. Consequently, the subject-matter of claims 4 to also lacks an inventive 
step. 

Certain defects In the international application 

4 independent claims are not in the two-part form in accordance with Rule 8.3(b) POT, 
which in the present case would be appropriate, with those features known In combi- 
nation from the prior art (document D1) being placed in the preamble (Rule 6.3(b)(1) 
PCT) and with the remaining features being included in the characterising part (Rule 
S.3(b)(ii) PCT). 

5 Contrary to the requirements of Rule 5.1(a){ii) PCX, the relevant background art 
disclosed in the document D1 is not mentioned in the description, nor Is this 
document identified therein. 

6 The features of the claims are not provided with reference signs placed in 
parentheses (Rule 6.2(b) PCT). 



ReitemVl 

Certain observations on the irstematfonal application 

7 Claim 1 is not supported by the description as required by Article 8 PCT, as its scope 
is broader than justified by the description and drawings. See page 1 , lines 1 - 34 and 
figure 5. 
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